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you will give the world the greatest gift it
could have now.

The only other thing I would like to say
is I believe that the computer will make it
happen more quickly if it is used wisely and
put in every village in this country. And I
think that those of us who would like to be
good partners and to help you must also lis-
ten to what you have said today.

The biggest public health problems I think
in India and many other countries through-
out the world are based on the fact that
there’s not enough clean water and too much
of the soil is washing away or blowing away
in the wind.

And the last thing I would like to say is
I hope you will not lose your enthusiasm and
your spirit when things don’t change as fast
as you would like. I know it is easy to get
discouraged. I know there is still injustice and
unfairness. But what you are doing is aston-
ishing. And you have a chance to overcome
problems that are still crippling other places
in the world more quickly because you have
these institutions of democracy. You must
believe in them and use them and not give
up when you’re frustrated and cannot suc-
ceed in a short time.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. in meet-
ing room A at Nayla Village, near Jaipur. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks at the Mahavir Trust
Hospital in Hyderabad, India
March 24, 2000

Thank you very much. Good morning,
Chief Minister Naidu. Thank you for wel-
coming me today to your State and to this
magnificent city. Dr. Aruna, thank you for
your remarks and for your work. Dr. Kolluri,
to Ms. Rachel Chatterjee, the Minister of
Health and the other ministers of the Gov-
ernment that are here; to the staff of the
Mahavir Trust Hospital, I thank you all for
your dedication and for making me and our
American delegation so welcome.

I am honored to be joined today by my
daughter, by the American Ambassador to
India, Mr. Celeste, and his wife, Jacqueline

Lundquist; by the Secretary of Commerce
Bill Daley, and the Administrator of our
Agency for International Development
Brady Anderson; and by six distinguished
Members of our Congress: Congressman
Gary Ackerman and Representative Nita
Lowey from New York; Congressman Jim
McDermott from Washington; Congressman
Ed Royce from California; Congressman
Sheila Jackson Lee from Texas; and Rep-
resentative Jan Schakowsky from Illinois. We
are delighted to be here, and we are very
interested in what you are doing and im-
pressed. And we thank you.

We come today to celebrate a success story
and to join with you in meeting a new chal-
lenge. As Dr. Aruna said, the success story
is the virtual complete eradication of polio
from the face of the Earth. In 1987, India
reported 27,000 cases of this crippling dis-
ease. Today only 1,000 Indians are afflicted,
and as you have just heard, there are no re-
ported new cases this year.

India has collaborated in this effort with
Rotary International, with the Gates Founda-
tion, with UNICEF, the World Health Orga-
nization, and with the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development, or AID.

I would like to say just a special word of
appreciation to our Agency for International
Development. It has meant a great deal to
America’s partnership on a very human level
with people all across the world and espe-
cially here in India. It has guided our efforts
to fight diseases that threaten children, to
launch the Green Revolution that helped
India achieve self-sufficiency in agriculture
and even more, to provide education, so that
parents in India and throughout the world
can determine the size of their families and
keep their children in school, and to support
great Indian universities, like IIT.

Now, we believe that USAID will be just
as critical and just as active as India and the
United States embark on a dynamic new
partnership, as we face new challenges, like
developing the sources of clean energy,
bringing the Internet to rural India so all its
children can reach out to the world.

So I’d like to say a special word of thanks
today to our AID Administrator, Brady An-
derson, and B.A. Rudolph and the other
members of the AID team who are here.
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They are devoted to the cause of India, and
I thank them for their work.

I would also like to acknowledge, though,
that on this polio eradication effort, the vast
majority of the funding division and the work
has come from India. And the whole world
admires greatly what you have achieved.

Now, for the challenge. Today is World
Tuberculosis Day. It marks the day the bac-
teria which causes TB was discovered 118
years ago. And yet, even though this is 118-
year-old knowledge, in the year 2000, TB
kills more people around the world than ever
before, including one almost every minute
here in India.

Malaria is also on the rise here and in
Southeast Asia and in Africa. And while the
AIDS infection rate here is still relatively low,
India already has more people infected than
any other nation in the world. These are
human tragedies, economic calamities, and
far more than crises for you, they are crises
for the world.

The spread of disease is the one global
problem for which, by definition, no nation
is immune. So we must do for AIDS, for ma-
laria, for TB what you have done for polio.
We must strengthen prevention, speed re-
search, develop vaccines, and ultimately
eliminate these modern plagues from the
face of the Earth. It can be done—you have
proved it with polio—if governments, foun-
dations, and the private sector work together.

With AIDS in particular, it also takes lead-
ership. I want to commend Prime Minister
Vajpayee for his efforts to focus India’s atten-
tion on the urgency of this challenge. In
every country and in any culture it is difficult
to talk about the issues involved with AIDS.
I know a lot about this because it’s been a
problem for a long time in America, and now
it’s a big problem for you. But I would submit
to you it is much easier to talk about AIDS
than to watch another child die. And we have
to face up to our responsibilities for pre-
venting this disease, especially because there
is not yet a cure.

I am gratified that India is not waiting to
act, and I am proud that the United States
is supporting your efforts here. I am happy
to announce that we will contribute another
$4 million this year to programs to prevent
AIDS and care for victims here in India and

another $1 million for TB research. I also
want to thank—I want to thank the Gates
Foundation and, in particular, Patty
Stonesifer, because they are also announcing
a number of new contributions today. No pri-
vate foundation in America and, as far as I
know, anywhere in the world has made re-
motely the commitment that the Gates
Foundation has in the world struggle against
infectious disease, and I thank them for that.

Earlier this year, I asked Congress to sup-
port a $1 billion initiative to encourage the
private sector to speed the development of
vaccines for diseases that particularly affect
the developing world—malaria, TB, and
AIDS, and then to take steps to make those
vaccines affordable to the poorest people in
the world who need them. I am going to work
hard to obtain support for that initiative in
Congress. And again, I thank the Members
of our Congress who are here from both par-
ties for their interest and commitment to
India and to the public health.

The fight against infectious disease should
be a growing part of our partnership with
you. Indians already are trailblazers in vac-
cine research. India pioneered treatments for
TB being used today in America. Many of
the problems we have talked about are
present here in India, but the solutions can
be found here, as well in the dedication of
men and women like those who work in this
clinic and in the genius of your scientists and
in the elected officials and their commitment
from Delhi to Hyderabad, to countless towns
and villages across this country.

Many years ago, India and the United
States helped to launch the Green Revolu-
tion, which freed millions of people from the
misery of hunger. If we can join forces on
health, determined again to place science in
the service of humanity, we can defeat these
diseases; we can give our children the healthy
and hopeful lives they deserve in this new
century.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to N. Chandrababu Naidu,
Chief Minister, and Dr. S. Aruna, Minister of
Health, Andhra Pradesh; Dr. Murthy Kolluri, who
made a presentation on tuberculosis and polio
treatment; Rachel Chatterjee, Commissioner of
Hyderabad; U.S. Ambassador to India, Richard
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F. Celeste; Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
of India; and Patty Stonesifer, cochair and presi-
dent, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks to the Business Community
in Hyderabad
March 24, 2000

Thank you. Thank you very much. First
of all, thank you all for coming out in such
large numbers on this warm day to this won-
derful facility. It may be that every day is
a warm day, but for us, it’s a new experience.
[Laughter] And I rather like it.

Mr. Raju, thank you very much. President
Bajaj, President Batnagar, Mr. Hariharan,
and Chief Minister Naidu, thank you all for
welcoming us here. And I must say, when
I was watching the Chief Minister give his
speech, I wish I had brought some slides—
[laughter]—because it was so very impres-
sive. And you should know that he is becom-
ing—[applause]—yes, he did a good job.

If a picture is worth a thousand words, you
will remember much more of what he said
than what I am about to say. [Laughter] And
he is becoming very well-known in the
United States and very much admired for all
of these remarkable achievements, and I
thank him.

I would like to thank your Ambassador to
the United States, Ambassador Chandra, for
coming back to India and making this trip
with me. And thank you very much, Mr. Am-
bassador, for what you do.

I would like to thank the large number
of Americans who are here with me, includ-
ing six Members of our Congress. And I
would like to ask them to stand because they
come on these trips with me—I get to give
the speeches; they have to sit and listen. And
then when we go home, they have all the
power over the money. [Laughter] So I
would like to introduce Representative Gary
Ackerman from New York, Representative
Nita Lowey from New York, Representative
Jim McDermott from Washington, Rep-
resentative Ed Royce from California, Rep-
resentative Sheila Jackson Lee from Texas,
and Representative Jan Schakowsky from
Chicago, Illinois. Thank you very much.

If that doesn’t improve the aid program
for India, I don’t know what will. [Laughter]
And make sure we have no burden on E-
commerce between ourselves.

I want to thank Secretary Daley, the Sec-
retary of Commerce, for being here; and
Brady Anderson, the Administrator of our
USAID program; and Dr. Neal Lane, my
Science Adviser; and Dr. Rama Murthi; and
of course, Ambassador Dick Celeste and Jac-
queline, his wife.

I’d also like to point out I have—I don’t
know how many, but I have at least four In-
dian-Americans with me working on this trip
who are actually in the audience today, and
two of them are from here in Hyderabad.
So I’d like to acknowledge Rekha Chalasani
from AID, and Mona Mohib who works with
us in the White House. I thank them for
being here.

You should also know this was a very cov-
eted trip from Washington to India. My
Chief of Staff is on this trip, my National
Security Adviser. Everyone wanted to come.
Those who did are happy; those who are still
at home working are angry. [Laughter] But
we know—we know a lot of our future de-
pends upon whether we have the right kind
of partnership with India.

Once historians said of your nation, India
is the world’s most ancient civilization, yet
one of its youngest nations. Today, in this
ancient city, we see leadership to drive the
world’s newest economy.

One of the greatest joys of being President
of the United States for me has been to be
involved with the people at home who are
pushing the frontiers of science and tech-
nology. Many people believe that I asked Al
Gore to be my Vice President because he
knew roughly 5,000 times more about com-
puter technology than I did. [Laughter]

But I have learned every day now, for over
7 years. And I think it’s very interesting for
a man my age—I’m 53, which is way too old
to make any money in information tech-
nology. [Laughter] But it’s very interesting—
the terms that are used today by young peo-
ple and not-so-young people anymore had
such different meanings for me when I was
in my twenties. When I was a young man,
chips were something you ate, windows were
something you washed, disks were part of
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